
Why do we Veil the Statues and Crucifix During Lent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a common practice in the church which has been carried out for centuries. In recent times, this is done 
just prior to the 5th Sunday of Lent.  This fits with the season of Lent, which is meant to be a time of penance 
and deprivation.  We deprive or “prune” ourselves in several ways -- fast and abstinence and not singing the 
Gloria or the Alleluia before the Gospel are other examples.  Veiling of the statues takes place about half way 
through the season.  Then, we commemorate Christ’s passion.  Finally, on Holy Thursday, we stop ringing the 
bells, and remove the Blessed Sacrament and deprive the church of light itself.  It culminates with entering the 
church in darkness before the Easter Vigil.   
 
The veiling of the statues and crucifix are another form of “doing without” in order to focus our attention on 
the liturgical season.  It surely comes as a bit of a shock when you first walk into the church and that is exactly 
the effect that is intended.  Covering of the statues and allowing for little or no adornment of the church is 
another “help” in focusing on the passion and death of our Lord.  This liturgical death of the Church reveals 
how Christ emptied Himself of His glory in order to save us from our sins and to teach us who we are.  
Everything is unveiled before the Easter Vigil, when we walk out of that darkness into the resurrection.  We 
suddenly see a spectacular church decorated in a spectacular fashion, with spectacular sounds and images.   
 
While the above description gives a very rational explanation of how this fits appropriately within the 
culmination of the Lenten season, there are several anecdotes as to how this tradition came into being.  In the 
early church, there were no modern communications and many were illiterate, so this was a way of 
communicating to the faithful that the season of Lent was upon them.  With respect to covering the crucifix, 
this is believed to be rooted in the Gospel according to John 8:59 and explained well by Abbot Guéranger,  “At 
this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.”  As 
Christ hid himself from the rage of the authorities, so now he is hidden from the world in preparation for the 
mysteries of his passion.  The presentiment of that awful hour [of our Savior’s passion] leads the afflicted 
mother [the Church] to veil the image of her Jesus: the cross is hidden from the eyes of the faithful. The 
statues of the saints, too, are covered; for it is but just that, if the glory of the Master be eclipsed, the servant 
should not appear. The interpreters of the liturgy tell us that this ceremony of veiling the crucifix on the 
Sunday before Jesus’ passion, expresses the humiliation to which our Savior subjected Himself, of hiding 
Himself when the people threatened to stone Him, as is related in the Gospel of Passion Sunday. 
 
Excerpts reprinted from EWTN, and http://wdtprs.com/blog/2011/04/passiontide-veiling-of-crosses-and-image-wdtprs-poll/ 
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